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Web Application accompanied by 
Analytical Blog 

This assignment 100%
of the overall unit mark

Create a “social” Web based application that addresses a specific “problem” of a target audience of your 
choice.   Your application will be browser based and use the technologies of HTML5 and CSS for the visual
design. You will also use a database and “server-side” scripting language to control the data 
“architecture” of the application.

By using a centralised database in your application you are creating a shared public/social space, thus the 
application becomes a social tool. As a first practice in working with industry models you will methodically identify a
sector of society you wish to target, conceptualise their needs and address these needs through your web 
application. 

Your application will have a basic authentication system that allows different levels of read/write access. The 
design of the web application should be simple and clear. What is most important is to demonstrate the 
interconnectivity between the media forms, in this case the database back-end and the web front-end, through 
basic functionality.

An awareness of the hardware used to create and distribute the application may be demonstrated through both the
application and the analysis blog.  For example, basic “Responsive Design” awareness with the application 
demonstrates the distribution hardware (desktop browser, mobile phone, tablet) whereas in the analytical blog you 
can demonstrate your understanding of the difference between back-end and front end technologies and explain 
how, where and why they are utilised in your application. 

This is   a collaborative project  , you will be working   in small groups   and will contribute code to a shared online 
repository and upload your work to a shared web server, you will however each keep an individual blog 
documenting and contextualising the processes and ideas which underpin the creation of the application. 

Contextualising Examples:  Online Recipe Book – You can login and add recipes as well as edit your old recipes. 
You can have two types of recipes, those for anyone to see and those for registered “premium” or “community” 
members to see. You can search/filter recipes by ingredients, ethnic origin, dietary requirements etc. From this 
basic model you can extrapolate many examples such as a holiday website where instead of recipes you have 
holiday descriptions and instead of filtering by ingredient you filter by activities, budget range etc. or a used car site
where application users provide descriptions of cars for sale and a user can filter by model, colour, year, price 
range etc. 

Analytical Blog

Your blog should comprise sufficient entries (no less than 12 posts, totalling no less than 1500 words) to illustrate 
your reflection on all aspects of your creative, intellectual and technological development during the course of the 
unit.  

The blog should include source codes snippets, sketches and diagrams, screen shots of work in progress, 
evidence of research into your target audience and examples of similar existing applications.

You should also use the blog to reflect on broader theoretical/social issues such as the contextualisation of the 
Web-App in the broader context of society in the era of “big data” and ubiquitous computing, the Web-App as a 
(post?) Web 2.0 phenomenon, privacy, data ownership and ethics etc.



Software

You will use HTML5 and CSS3 for the design of the front-end and PHP and MySQL database for the applications 
back-end. The source code for your project should be “version controlled” using Git and regularly backed up to a 
Git Hub account. The workshops will direct you towards the necessary technical skills to achieve this.

Assessment

Blog (Individually Assessed): 50%

Web Application: (Group Work): 50%  

The unit is a 20-credit point unit and so represents 20/120 of your Level C work.

Unit Structure

The Unit Lectures, Seminars and Workshops will help combine to help you develop key skills and to understand 
the historic, social and technological context of database driven web production.

Key Learning Resources:

SEE UNIT HANDBOOK

Intended Learning Outcomes (ILO’s)

Having completed this unit the student is expected to demonstrate:

01 Knowledge of the underlying history, concepts, and principles associated with digital media design;

02 An ability to work with a range of software and hardware to design digital media artefacts, which make creative 
use of a variety of media forms;

03 An ability to work both individually and collaboratively and to demonstrate a responsible and informed approach
to group production work;

04 An ability to evaluate, interpret, and contextualise production work in relation to relevant media theories;

05 An ability to specify and produce appropriate artefacts for a defined target audience.

Assessment Criteria

Please refer to the Unit’s Coursework Feedback Sheet. 



SUBMISSION DETAILS 

Your application must be uploaded and functional on your account on the university’s DAKAR web server. 
http://dakar.bournemouth.ac.uk/~yourusername/yourwebapp

The code for your project should be version controlled and publicly available on your Github account. 
http://github.com/youraccount/yourwebapp

You must add links to the BLOG the WEBAPP and the CODE on a Wiki:
The URL or this Wiki will be given to you via email and on myBU during the course of the unit.

The URL to all these materials should  also be presented in hardcopy attached to a completed assignment cover 
sheet at the Media School Student Support assignment counter drop-box on the third floor of Weymouth House 
prior to the hand in date and time. 

Briefing available: 03th February 2015

Submission date: 20th April 2015 12.00 noon

After this time the Dakar server will go into read-only mode and no further uploads will be possible.

Work handed back on: 11th May 2015

Feedback 

Criterion Referenced Assessment will be used as a central strategy in the unit. The rationale for choosing to do so is 
best explained as follows: "Criterion referenced assessment has been widely adopted in recent times because it 
seeks a fairer and more accountable assessment regime than norm referencing. Students are measured against 
identified standards of achievement rather than being ranked against each other. In criterion referenced assessment 
the quality of achievement is not dependent on how well others in the cohort have performed, but on how well the 
individual student has performed as measured against specific criteria and standards. Underlying this grading 
scheme is a concern for accountability regarding the qualities and achievements of students, transparency and 
negotiability in the process by which grades are awarded, an acknowledgement of subjectivity and the exercise of 
professional judgement in marking" (Lee Dunn, Sharon Parry and Chris Morgan, Seeking Quality in Criterion 
Referenced Assessment, http://folksonomy.co/?permalink=2647).

Students shall also receive verbal feedback during critique sessions in which the groups will present their projects.

http://folksonomy.co/?permalink=2647
http://github.com/youraccount/yourwebapp
http://dakar.bournemouth.ac.uk/~yourusername/yourwebapp


HELP AND SUPPORT

If you have any questions please email:

Rob Canning rcanning@bournemouth.ac.uk

 or 

Garrett Lynch: glynch  @bournemouth.ac.uk

 You must acknowledge your source every time you refer to others’ work, using the Harvard Referencing 
system (Author Date Method). Failure to do so amounts to plagiarism which is against University 
regulations. Please refer to www.bournemouth.ac.uk/library for the University’s guide to citation in the 
Harvard style.

 Students with Additional Learning Needs may contact Learning Support on  
www.bournemouth.ac.uk/disability_support.

 General academic support is available via the Academic Skills community on myBU.
 Additional support is provided by the School. International postgraduate students should contact Sue 

Court, all other undergraduate  and postgraduate students should contact Marian Mayer to make an 
appointment.

 If you have any valid mitigating circumstances that mean you cannot meet an assignment submission 
deadline and you wish to request an extension, you will need to complete and submit the Mitigating 
Circumstances Form for consideration to your Programme/Framework Administrator together with 
appropriate supporting evidence (e.g., GP note) normally before the coursework deadline. Further details 
on the procedure and the mitigating circumstances  form can be found at 
www.bournemouth.ac.uk/student/mitigating. 

Please make sure you read these documents carefully before submitting anything for consideration.

Disclaimer: The information provided in this assignment brief is correct at time of publication. In the unlikely event 
that any changes are deemed necessary, they will be communicated clearly via e-mail and myBU and a new 
version of this assignment brief will be circulated.
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